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Paul Seligson:     Biodata 
 
Paul Seligson has been involved in TEFL for 30 years and is well-known throughout Latin 
America for giving lively, highly practical talks and training sessions.  
 
He has taught in Algeria, France, Egypt, Venezuela, the UK and Spain where he was ADOS 
for 5 years at the British Council in Valencia. He also set up and ran his own school in 
Brighton and has vast experience at all levels of school management. 
 
He has an MA in TEFL and is a CELTA assessor and LCCI examiner. His many primary, 
secondary and adult publications include Helping Students to Speak for the Richmond 
Teacher’s Handbook Series, which he also edits, English File (OUP), Power 1 and 2 
(Richmond), English Teacher’s Portfolio (British Council, Brazil) and Richmond Essential 
English Course 1-5.  
 
He has trained teachers in over 35 countries, including (in this continent) Argentina, Mexico, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile and last year, for the first time, in Central America too. He has 
run COTE, DOTE, CELTA, DELTA, FTBE, Graduate and Post-graduate courses and 
given hundreds of conference sessions worldwide, in Spanish and French too. He has also 
done consultancy work at scores of universities in Europe, North Africa, Western and 
Central Asia and Latin America. Recently he has been setting up observation 
programmes in three continents too. 
 
He works from Brighton as a freelance teacher, trainer, author and consultant. This will be his 
second time in Guatemala and he's delighted to be coming back.  
Contact: seligson04@yahoo.co.uk 
  
He has taught in Algeria, France, Egypt, Venezuela, Spain, Brazil and the UK and has trained 
teachers and run courses in more than 30 countries, including  
(in this continent) Argentina, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile and last year, for the first 
time, in Central America too. 
  
In total, he has published well over 40 books, at primary, secondary and adult levels, either as 
author, co-author, editor or consultant along with scores of a 
 



 
 
Publications: 
 

 
Muzzy in Gondoland: Teacher’s Guide (BBC, 1991) with J. Revell [Primary] 
Mosaic 1-3  (Pearson, 1991-4) with M. Hinton [Secondary] 
Buzz 1-3  (BBC/Pearson, 1991-4) with J. Revell [Primary] 
English File 1 & 2 (OUP, 1996-7) with C. Oxenden [Adult] 
Helping Students to Speak  (Richmond, 1997) [Methodology] 
Prepositions (Zastrugi, 1998) [Methodology] 
Your Turn Next: Teacher’s Books 1 & 2 (Richmond, 1999) [Secondary] 
Interlink 1 to 6 (Cultura Inglesa, Brazil, 2002-4) [Series consultant & TB author, Adult] 
Can Do 1 to 4 (Richmond, 2003-5) [Series consultant & TB author, Secondary] 
Power 1 & 2 (Richmond, 2004-5) with Bill Bowler [Pre-University] 
New English File Elementary & Pre-Int. (OUP, 2004-5) with C. Oxenden [Adult] 
English Teacher’s Portfolio (British Council, July 2006) [a 100 hour CD-lead language  
     improvement course for low-level secondary teachers] 
Connexion 1 to 4 (Cultura Inglesa, Brazil, 2004-7) [Series consultant] 
American English File Elementary & Pre-Int. (OUP, 2007-8) with C. Oxenden [Adult] 
Awesome 1 to 3 (Richmond, 2008-9) [with S.Brewster, US English secondary course for Mexico] 
Essential English 1-5 (Richmond, 2009) Adult, international short course 
Other publications 

• Articles in ETP, EFL Gazette, over 20 international journals & some training via youtube.com 
• Consultant on several books for Turkish universities including academic writing & a dictionary 

of ELT terminology. 
• In total, he has published well over 40 books, either as author, co-author, editor or consultant. 

 
 

His areas of special interest in ELT include pragmatic teacher training & development, observation, 
autonomous learning, the four skills & how to teach them, pronunciation, error correction, testing & 
evaluation, Business English & all aspects of classroom management.  



Course Title: "Practical Ideas to Improve Our 
Day-to-day Teaching" 

 
Dates:   16th-18th February, 2009 
 
Venue: Instituto  Austriaco Guatemalteco, 20 Avenida 20-45, Zona 16 
  Guatemala Ciudad, Guatemala C.A., Salón Audiovisuales.  
 
Daily Timetable: 

Session 1  8.00-9.45 
Coffee 

Session 2  10.15-12.00 
 

Lunch 
 

Session 3 13.00-14.20 
Coffee 

Session 4 14.40-16.00 
  

 
Course-Programme 

  
 
Day 1:  Monday, 16th of February 2009 
 
8.00-9.45  Becoming A More Efficient Classroom Manager 1 
 
10.15-12.00  Becoming A More Efficient Classroom Manager 2 
  
Synopsis 
 
Becoming A More Efficient Classroom Manager  
To me, efficient group management is in many ways the key teaching skill. Too many 
ELT techniques tend to prioritise either 
a)   the individual over the group leading to a grindingly slow pace and bored students 
wasting time doing little or nothing whilst the teacher interacts with one student at a time, 
or 
b)   stronger students at the expense of the weak, leading to division, time-wasting and 
missed opportunity.  
 
I will offer 16 key classroom management tips based on what I feel were errors in my 
own teaching over the years, as well as things learnt from recent observations as a trainer.  
  



The session will be highly practical – as indeed they all will - offering many easy-to-
implement activities which any teacher can use. We will look at crucial areas, which are 
often left to teacher's instinct rather properly trained: how to use a board, giving 
instructions, making teaching more visual, eliciting, monitoring, improving your 
environment, dealing with problems/latecomers, successful implementation of pair and 
groupwork, etc. as well as how to gain students attention with interesting tasks. 
  
Lunch 
  
13.00-14.20 Getting To Grips With Listening 1 
  
14.40-16.00  Getting To Grips With Listening 2 
  
Synopsis 
 
Getting To Grips With Listening 
Listening is the primary and, in so many ways, the most important language skill but also 
the most complex and certainly the most difficult to teach well. Who amongst us can 
honestly say they are a very good teacher of listening? For years, I've been trying to work 
out how to systematically teach rather than just test Listening. This provocative session 
offers a range of practical techniques to help both teachers and students really make 
systematic progress with Listening.  
             
 
Day 2:  Tuesday, 17th of February 2009  
 
8.00-9.45   Really Teaching The Four Skills 
 
Synopsis 
 
Really Teaching The Four Skills 
Our coursebooks contain ever more skills headings but how often … 
1.      do we skip through listening and reading texts in search of new words and grammar 
with no real focus on the skills themselves or how to improve them? 
2.      are speaking activities mainly accuracy-focused as students try to verbalise the new 
structures/words/expressions we've just 'taught' rather than engage in real speaking? 
3.      do we assign any substantial writing activities as 'homework' and then pray that 
students do them with as few mistakes as possible so our marking load is not too great?! 
This first session will look at some of the choices we face and decisions we need to make 
if we are really to teach the skills. We will pick up form where we left off with listening 
and try out my favourite activities for each of the other skills 
  



 
10.15-12.00  Helping Lower Level Students To Speak 
 
Synopsis 
 
Helping Lower Level Students To Speak 
The session begins from the premise that many teachers find it difficult to persuade their 
students to speak English in class, particularly in secondary schools and with large 
classes. We will look at some of the reasons for this, from the point of view of both 
teacher and student, and I will offer many practical solutions - which could radically 
improve your teaching life! This will include simple suggestions for oral testing. 
  
 Lunch 
 
  
13.00-14.20  Pronunciation Teaching  
 
Synopsis 
 
Pronunciation Teaching  
In my opinion, teachers should be doing a lot more pronunciation work than is 
traditionally the case. I will illustrate a series of practical, easy-to-implement ideas for 11 
to 16 year olds intended to encourage both teachers and the learners themselves to do 
more, including, awareness-raising, modeling, copying and discriminating sounds, stress 
and intonation, as well as all aspects of connected speech. Again, full of practical ideas 
you can use with your own classes. 
  
14.40-16.00  Oral Correction  
 
Synopsis 
 
Oral Correction  
We will reflect on whether, when and then, most importantly, how we should correct 
students' oral mistakes. In my experience, many teachers tend either  
- to stifle classes by over-correcting too quickly and too often, or  
- to under-correct often to the dissatisfaction of students,  
Furthermore, we often use a limited range of techniques when many other reactions to 
errors are possible. I will demonstrate a large variety of extremely practical options. 



Report 
 
The contents and timetable for the 3-day course were negotiated between myself and 
Katharina Trappl, taking account of which areas and topics we thought might best impact 
on local needs. See attached Addendum 1, programme.  
 
Feedback suggested that the contents had proved very successful, and there were no 
suggestions for alternative topics which participants would have preferred to cover. 
 
There were 24 course participants from Austria, Germany, Guatemala, Costa Rica, San 
Salvador and Nicaragua.  
 
Attendance was virtually 100% and only dropped to 70% for the last afternoon session as 
some participants had to leave early in order to make their flights to get back and teach 
the next day. 
 
The 16 hour course received excellent written feedback. Below is a brief summary: 
 
CONTENT  
was unanimously perceived as excellent.  
 
Comments included: practical, very well-prepared, entertaining presentations, inspiring, 
every detail was very helpful 
 
DELIVERY  
too was unanimously perceived as excellent. 
 
Comments included: too short for all the ideas, amazing energy, never boring 
 
MATERIAL & HANDOUTS  
were also perceived as excellent, by all but two participants, who felt they were only very 
good. 
 
Comments included: thorough and complete, thank for all the websites, every idea is 
going to be useful for our classrooms. 
 
RELEVANCE 
All participants felt the course was very relevant to local needs. 
 
PARTICIPANTS REALLY LIKED:  
different ideas that really convinced, lots of specific activities, particularly for correction, 
the course leader’s ability to pass on his experience, and many expressed sincere interest 
in his coming again another year. 
 
COMMENTS WHICH MIGHT INFORM FUTURE COURSES: 

 How to work with books and higher level students 



 How to persuade my co-ordinator of some of these ideas 
 A list of participants names at the start + small biodata to help remember names + 

nametags 
 More on reading aloud, please. 
 Something on testing would have been interesting. 

 
So, overall, a unanimous success! 
 
I would just like to take this opportunity to thank Kathi Trappl very much indeed once more for 
all her help, energy and hard work in setting this course up. Much of the credit should go to her 
and she was a delight to work with. 
 

Paul Seligson, Brighton, March 9th, 2009



Addendum 1, programme 
 
Course Title: Practical Ideas to Improve Our Day-to-day Teaching 
 
Dates: 16th-18th February, 2009 
 
Venue: 
 
Timetable 
Session 1  8.00-9.45 

Coffee 
Session 2  10.15-12.00 
 

Lunch 
 
Session 3 13.00-14.20 

Coffee 
Session 4 14.40-16.00 
  
Programme 
  
Day 1 
8.00-9.45  Becoming a more efficient classroom manager 1 
& 
10.15-12.00  Becoming a more efficient classroom manager 2 
  
Synopsis 
 
Becoming a more efficient classroom manager  
To me, efficient group management is in many ways the key teaching skill. Too many 
ELT techniques tend to prioritise either 
a)   the individual over the group leading to a grindingly slow pace and bored students 
wasting time doing little or nothing whilst the teacher interacts with one student at a time, 
or 
b)   stronger students at the expense of the weak, leading to division, time-wasting and 
missed opportunity.  
I will offer 16 key classroom management tips based on what I feel were errors in my 
own teaching over the years, as well as things learnt from recent observations as a trainer.  
  
The session will be highly practical – as indeed they all will - offering many easy-to-
implement activities which any teacher can use. We will look at crucial areas, which are 
often left to teacher's instinct rather properly trained: how to use a board, giving 
instructions, making teaching more visual, eliciting, monitoring, improving your 
environment, dealing with problems/latecomers, successful implementation of pair and 
groupwork, etc. as well as how to gain students attention with interesting tasks. 
  
Lunch 
  



13.00-14.20 Getting to grips with Listening 1 
&  
14.40-16.00  Getting to grips with Listening 2 
  
Synopsis 
 
Getting to grips with Listening 
Listening is the primary and, in so many ways, the most important language skill but also 
the most complex and certainly the most difficult to teach well. Who amongst us can 
honestly say they are a very good teacher of listening? For years, I've been trying to work 
out how to systematically teach rather than just test Listening. This provocative session 
offers a range of practical techniques to help both teachers and students really make 
systematic progress with Listening.  
             
Day 2  
8.00-9.45   Really Teaching the Four Skills 
 
Synopsis 
 
Really Teaching the Four Skills 
Our coursebooks contain ever more skills headings but how often … 
1.      do we skip through listening and reading texts in search of new words and grammar 
with no real focus on the skills themselves or how to improve them? 
2.      are speaking activities mainly accuracy-focused as students try to verbalise the new 
structures/words/expressions we've just 'taught' rather than engage in real speaking? 
3.      do we assign any substantial writing activities as 'homework' and then pray that 
students do them with as few mistakes as possible so our marking load is not too great?! 
This first session will look at some of the choices we face and decisions we need to make 
if we are really to teach the skills. We will pick up form where we lef off with listening 
and try out my favourite activities for each of the other skills 
  
10.15-12.00  Helping lower level students to speak 
 
Synopsis 
 
Helping lower level students to speak 
The session begins from the premise that many teachers find it difficult to persuade their 
students to speak English in class, particularly in secondary schools and with large 
classes. We will look at some of the reasons for this, from the point of view of both 
teacher and student, and I will offer many practical solutions - which could radically 
improve your teaching life! This will include simple suggestions for oral testing. 
  
Lunch 
  
13.00-14.20 Pronunciation teaching  
 



Synopsis 
 
Pronunciation teaching  
In my opinion, teachers should be doing a lot more pronunciation work than is 
traditionally the case. I will illustrate a series of practical, easy-to-implement ideas for 11 
to 16 year olds intended to encourage both teachers and the learners themselves to do 
more, including, awareness-raising, modeling, copying and discriminating sounds, stress 
and intonation, as well as all aspects of connected speech. Again, full of practical ideas 
you can use with your own classes. 
  
14.40-16.00  Oral Correction  
 
Synopsis 
 
Oral Correction  
We will reflect on whether, when and then, most importantly, how we should correct 
students' oral mistakes. In my experience, many teachers tend either  
- to stifle classes by over-correcting too quickly and too often, or  
- to under-correct often to the dissatisfaction of students,  
Furthermore, we often use a limited range of techniques when many other reactions to 
errors are possible. I will demonstrate a large variety of extremely practical options.  
  
Day 3 
8.00-9.45  Helping Students to Read a) more and b) better 
 
Synopsis 
 
Helping Students to Read a) more and b) better 
Most classroom reading activities end up becoming intensive, slow, often painful reading, 
as students read word by word and teachers all too often turn into walking dictionaries, or 
end up begging their reluctant students to read more. This practical workshop will show 
you a large number of ways to help students enjoy reading both in and out of class. The 
aim will be to get students to read both more and better. 
  
10.15-12.00  Writing and Written Corection 
 
Synopsis 
 
Writing and Written Corection  
The key to teaching writing is … 

• a range of appropriate, motivating, meaningful tasks, and  
• effective correction 

and it is the latter, effective correction, which rarely gets talked about, yet it is the part 
which takes most time and causes teachers most grief.  



Imagine how much more satisfying teaching would be if all the weekends and evenings 
that we give up to mark students' written work really made a difference! What if students 
actually remembered and learnt from our efforts?  
I believe there's a lot we can do to make this happen. A highly practical workshop 
offering a range of easy-to-implement techniques designed to make your marking more 
effective.  
  
Lunch 
  
13.00-14.20 How to befriend classroom observation 
 
Synopsis 
 
How to befriend classroom observation  
The rest of the afternoon will be dedicated to class observation. Personally, I have learned 
more about teaching through observing classes than anything else I have done in ELT, 
apart of course from actually teaching myself. My research suggests this is true for most 
teachers who have had the privilege of observing a lot of teachers in action. Yet 
observation remains scary and negative for many teachers and I believe it is our job as 
trainers to change this situation. 
I will illustrate some of the key things I have learned from observations and show a video 
to illustrate some of my practical suggestions. I will argue that for too long teaching has 
been too ephemeral, and that observation should be seen as a tool and a friend.  
I will finish by suggesting ways to help 'sell' it to teachers and to implement it more 
regularly in our institutions. This will include (peer) observation schemes. 
  
14.40-16.00   Open Session 
 
Synopsis 
 
Open Session  
A flexible session, hopefully lead or at least driven by you. Our aim will be to tie up 
‘unfinished business’ (all the outstanding bits and pieces from previous sessions), and 
workshop all the questions which will have come up along the way and which we haven't 
yet had time to deal with. 
  
Biodata 
 
Paul Seligson has been involved in TEFL for 30 years and is well-known throughout Latin 
America for giving lively, highly practical talks and training sessions.  
 
He has taught in Algeria, France, Egypt, Venezuela, the UK and Spain where he was ADOS 
for 5 years at the British Council in Valencia. He also set up and ran his own school in 
Brighton and has vast experience at all levels of school management. 
 



He has an MA in TEFL and is a CELTA assessor and LCCI examiner. His many primary, 
secondary and adult publications include Helping Students to Speak for the Richmond 
Teacher’s Handbook Series, which he also edits, English File (OUP), Power 1 and 2 
(Richmond), English Teacher’s Portfolio (British Council, Brazil) and Richmond Essential 
English Course 1-5.  
 
He has trained teachers in over 35 countries, including (in this continent) Argentina, Mexico, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile and last year, for the first time, in Central America too. He has 
run COTE, DOTE, CELTA, DELTA, FTBE, Graduate and Post-graduate courses and 
given hundreds of conference sessions worldwide, in Spanish and French too. He has also 
done consultancy work at scores of universities in Europe, North Africa, Western and 
Central Asia and Latin America. Recently he has been setting up observation 
programmes in three continents too. 
 
He works from Brighton as a freelance teacher, trainer, author and consultant. This will be his 
second time in Guatemala and he's delighted to be coming back.  
Contact: seligson04@yahoo.co.uk 
  
He has taught in Algeria, France, Egypt, Venezuela, Spain, Brazil and the UK nad has trained 
teachers and run courses in more than 30 countries, including  
(in this continent) Argentina, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile and last year, for the first 
time, in Central America too. 
  
In total, he has published well over 40 books, at primary, secondary and adult levels, either as 
author, co-author, editor or consultant along with scores of a 
 

 
 
Publications 
 

Muzzy in Gondoland: Teacher’s Guide (BBC, 1991) with J. Revell [Primary] 



Mosaic 1-3  (Pearson, 1991-4) with M. Hinton [Secondary] 
Buzz 1-3  (BBC/Pearson, 1991-4) with J. Revell [Primary] 
English File 1 & 2 (OUP, 1996-7) with C. Oxenden [Adult] 
Helping Students to Speak  (Richmond, 1997) [Methodology] 
Prepositions (Zastrugi, 1998) [Methodology] 
Your Turn Next: Teacher’s Books 1 & 2 (Richmond, 1999) [Secondary] 
Interlink 1 to 6 (Cultura Inglesa, Brazil, 2002-4) [Series consultant & TB author, Adult] 
Can Do 1 to 4 (Richmond, 2003-5) [Series consultant & TB author, Secondary] 
Power 1 & 2 (Richmond, 2004-5) with Bill Bowler [Pre-University] 
New English File Elementary & Pre-Int. (OUP, 2004-5) with C. Oxenden [Adult] 
English Teacher’s Portfolio (British Council, July 2006) [a 100 hour CD-lead language  
     improvement course for low-level secondary teachers] 
Connexion 1 to 4 (Cultura Inglesa, Brazil, 2004-7) [Series consultant] 
American English File Elementary & Pre-Int. (OUP, 2007-8) with C. Oxenden [Adult] 
Awesome 1 to 3 (Richmond, 2008-9) [with S.Brewster, US English secondary course for Mexico] 
Essential English 1-5 (Richmond, 2009) Adult, international short course 
Other publications 

• Articles in ETP, EFL Gazette, over 20 international journals & some training via youtube.com 
• Consultant on several books for Turkish universities including academic writing & a dictionary 

of ELT terminology. 
• In total, he has published well over 40 books, either as author, co-author, editor or consultant. 

 
 

His areas of special interest in ELT include pragmatic teacher training & development, observation, 
autonomous learning, the four skills & how to teach them, pronunciation, error correction, testing & 
evaluation, Business English & all aspects of classroom management.  


